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For thousands of years, Pacific Northwest Indians fished, bartered, socialized, and honored their

ancestors at Celilo Falls, part of a nine-mile stretch of the Long Narrows on the Columbia River.

Although the Indian community of Celilo Village survives to this day as Oregon's oldest continuously

inhabited town, with the construction of The Dalles Dam in 1957, traditional uses of the river were

catastrophically interrupted. Most non-Indians celebrated the new generation of hydroelectricity and

the easy navigability of the river "highway" created by the dam, but Indians lost a sustaining center

to their lives when Celilo Falls was inundated.Death of Celilo Falls is a story of ordinary lives in

extraordinary circumstances, as neighboring communities went through tremendous economic,

environmental, and cultural change in a brief period. Katrine Barber examines the negotiations and

controversies that took place during the planning and construction of the dam and the profound

impact the project had on both the Indian community of Celilo Village and the non-Indian town of

The Dalles, intertwined with local concerns that affected the entire American West: treaty rights,

federal Indian policy, environmental transformation of rivers, and the idea of "progress."
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"Barber's useful study, like The Dalles Dam itself, takes on greater meaning as part of a larger

pattern."Ã¢â‚¬â€¢American Historical Review"Barber mines little-known government archives and

local newspaper files to put flesh on the bones of this complex historic moment, providing the reader



a finely detailed analysis of the chain of events leading to the flooding of Celilo Falls and a sensitive

appreciation of the complex aftermath."Ã¢â‚¬â€¢Western Historical Quarterly"Death of Celilo Falls

is well-researched and crafted with great care for the people and environs of the now-submerged

Celilo Falls."Ã¢â‚¬â€¢Columbia"A must-read for anyone interested in this momentous regional

event. Barber has produced an important book that others, including writers, artists, shamans,

perhaps even politicians, will reference for facts and insights as they interpret or reinterpret what

happened only a half-century ago."Ã¢â‚¬â€¢The Oregonian"Katrine Barber is a gifted writer who

manages to convey with literary flair her keen sense of the uniqueness and complexity of the Pacific

NorthwestÃ¢â‚¬â€¢ its space, people, and history. Because of her talents and the appealing way in

which she has brought all the threads together in this monograph, Death of Celilo Falls is highly

recommended to all readers."Ã¢â‚¬â€¢Oregon Historical Quarterly

"Creatively conceived and carefully argued, Barber's study provides important insights to a story

that, while set in the Pacific Northwest on the Columbia River, has much larger relevance to the

American West as a whole and to modern U.S. social history, Cold War historiography, federal

Indian policy in the midÃ¢â‚¬â€¢twentieth century, and recent Native American

history."Ã¢â‚¬â€¢Peter Boag, author of Environment and Experience: Settlement Culture in

NineteenthÃ¢â‚¬â€¢Century Oregon

My husband enjoyed this a lot.

Was sent in a timely manner ... good packaging. The story, just as "Bury My Heart at Wounded

Knee," is heart breaking. We in Oregon salute our Governor, John Kitzhaber, for realizing the

importance of salmon and our Native Heritage, not only here in the Pacific Northwest, but also in our

entire country. Native peoples and wonderful animal/fish populations are being wiped out in the

name of progress. So, so sad when you read these stories. Our book club loved this book. Thanks.

Still not the entire story, but one of the most thorough so far. The rare photos are appreciated, well

chosen.
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